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CRYPTOCURRENCY 
GOES MAINSTREAM 

 

I recently read a short piece in 

MaximumPC magazine about 

cryptocurrency that grabbed my 

attention.  Even if you aren’t familiar 

with the term cryptocurrency, you 

have probably heard of Bitcoin which 

is the most well-known 

cryptocurrency. 

 

I’m not an economist, or even an 

accountant, but here is my take on 

rather bizarre events in the world of 

cryptocurrency.  FYI, I have fact-

checked the information, which is 

widely reported by Forbes, Reuters, 

Wikipedia, CNBC.com and even 

http://news.bitcoin.com  

 

To start with, cryptocurrency is an 

internet-based bartering system that 

avoids government tracking, so it 

started out as a way for drug lords and 

other crooks to launder money.  

(Oops, that’s my parole office 

background sneaking in.)  Consider 

that crypto means “hidden” or “secret” 

according to dictionary.com – in this 

case, hidden from governments.  The 

most well-known cryptocurrency is 

Bitcoin. 

 

Bitcoin quickly became an investment 

commodity.  I mean, why would 

anyone want to accept an unstable 

variable-rate currency as payment for 

a transaction if they weren’t 

speculating on its value.  Conversely, 

why would anyone want to pay for 

something with cryptocurrency if they 

thought it would massively go up in 

value?  Logically, there arose 

competitors to Bitcoin joined the 

cryptocurrency investment bandwagon 

and everyone was going to become 

bizillionaires overnight – and tax-free 

to boot. 

 

But, back to the bottom line (well, one 

of the bottom lines) which is that 

cryptocurrency was both independent 

of and hidden from governments.  

This is where the story gets bizarre. 

 

As the Venezuelan Bolivar has 

become essentially worthless due to 

hyperinflation, early this year VZ 

president Nicolas Maduro got into the 

cryptocurrency market by issuing 

Venezuelan cryptocurrency - backed 

by an equivalent number of barrels of 

oil - cleverly named Petros,.  As 

cryptocurrency, Petros are also a way 

of getting around US sanctions – so 

we get back to money laundering.  

According to Mr. Maduro, Venezuela 

has raised $735 million USD in petro 

sales, if he can be believed.  He is also 

reportedly planning to issue a second 

cryptocurrency based on Venezuela’s 

gold reserves.  I also read that Iran is 

also considering issuing a similar 

state-backed cryptocurrency – again 

with sanctions in mind. 

 

So, is a government-backed 

cryptocurrency really cryptocurrency, 

or just another form of bartering 

useful for money laundering and/or 

avoiding international sanctions? 

 
 

MY FAVORITE 
USEFUL APPS 

 

There are hundreds of thousands of 

apps for Android and iOS (Apple) 

devices, and considerably fewer for 

Windows 10.  Here are some of my 

favorites.   

 

Note that I use Android devices and 

haven’t checked each to be sure that 

they work on iOS, but I believe that 

they are popular enough that iOS 

versions are available. 

 

Only GasBuddy and SpanishDict 

seem to be available as Windows 10 

apps. 

 

Utilities 

 

Stocard stores all of those “rewards” 

plastic cards on your phone.  Just take 

a photo of the barcode  or QR Code 

(square) and assign it to a company.  

Then, instead of carrying around all 

that plastic, or trying to remember 

what phone number you may have 

associated with that company, just 

open Stocard and it displays the 

barcode or QRCode so that the cashier 

can scan it. 

 

If you use the Google calendar on 

your computer, then Google Calendar 

is perhaps the easiest way to sync your 

phone or tablet without opening up a 

browser on your device and going to 

the Google calendar. 

 

Want to find out what tune is playing -  

Sound Hound will not only identify 

most tunes, but also give you info 

about the album, artist, etc.  Just start 

Sound Hound, hold it near a speaker, 

or just up in the air if a DJ is playing 

the tune. 

 

SpanishDict is my preferred 

translator.  Type in a word or phrase in 

either Ingles or Español and the app 

automatically recognizes the language 

and translates; also provides 

conjugation information. 

 

Gas Buddy displays the most recently 

reported gas prices at gas stations near 

you. 

 

Genius Scan is a hidden gem that uses 

your device’s camera to scan 

documents into pdf files.  Run the app, 

take a photo (or photos) of a 

document, crop it, and export the 

result as a pdf file.   

 

RBDigital (previously named Zinio) 

is a source for digital copies of 

magazines.  The best part is that the 

Orange County (CA) library system, 
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and many other libraries, offer 

magazines free of cost through 

RBDigital.  The large selection 

includes magazines including 

Backpacker. Bon Appetit, Better 

Homes & Gardens, Forbes, National 

Geographic, to…well, it is a large list 

of well-known magazines.  Sign up 

(free) at the Orange County Public 

Library website - www.ocpl.org – if 

you live in OC, or at your local 

library’s website. 

 

Games 

 

The absolutely largest category of 

apps is games - board games, puzzles, 

action games, kids games, and a 

bazillion more.  I have a few games on 

my phone that I can play while 

waiting for a computer to reboot, or 

pretty much any time that I’m waiting 

for something or someone. 

 

If you like Scrabble, then try Words 

With Friends. Play a word and then 

wait (sometimes a day or more) for 

your opponent to make their move.  

Play with your own friends, or people 

you don’t know who may be 

anywhere. 

 

Sudoku Daily is my go-to Sudoku 

game.  Game board changes every day 

and can be played at 14 levels, from 

Easiest to Maelstrom; also has 3 

lessons if you are new to Sudoku. 

 
 

WHERE TO RECYCLE 
ALMOST ANYTHING 

 

If you want to recycle almost 

anything, and in particular hazardous 

materials such as old computers & 

electronic parts, go to 

www.earth911.com where you can 

enter what you want to recycle and 

your ZIP code, and the website will 

give your local recycling locations as 

well about information about what 

they will take, etc. 

 

Local to us, if you live in Orange 

County (CA of course, not the other 

OC on the other coast) you can take 

almost any hazardous material to the 

La Pata landfill off of Ortega Hwy for 

free disposal during the hours the 

hazardous waste disposal area is open. 

 
 

THE SPECTRE OF A 
MELTDOWN 

 

Spectre and Meltdown are names of 

2 flaws that were recently discovered 

in virtually all Intel processors (cpu’s) 

since the mid-1990s.  These flaws can 

be exploited by hackers to gain access 

to passwords and are built into the 

cpu’s. 

 

On the upside, there have been no 

reported exploits by hackers so far, 

and Intel, Microsoft and probably 

Apple (very secretive about 

vulnerabilities) have been issuing 

updates to block access to these 

processor flaws.  Unfortunately, the 

first few patches created their own 

problems, causing computers to 

spontaneously restart or shutdown, 

and the fixes for these patches were no 

better.  But that didn’t last long and 

the initial anxiety seems to be 

lessening.   

 

On the downside, since the flaws are 

built into the Intel processors, the only 

solution for existing computers is by 

software that blocks access to the 

flaws.  The fixes, though, seem to 

slow computers down by as much as 

10%.  Given time, future patches may 

bring cpu performance close to where 

it was before the patches. 

 

Presumably, new Intel processors will 

not have this flaw, although they still 

have a large stock of already-made 

processors to sell. 
 
 

YOUR LIFE IS 
AN OPEN BOOK 

 

So you tell me something about 

yourself and – being the gossipmonger 

that I am – I tell it to the world.   

 

Then you rethink this and tell me that 

I can only share it with people who are 

your friends.  But, you didn’t 

specifically tell me who not to share 

the info with, so I sell information 

about your medical condition to a 

pharmaceutical company. Well - you 

know what a blabbermouth I am.   

 

Gee Whiz…it seems that I also sold 

your personal info to a data research 

project named Cambridge Analytica 

for research at a university, but they in 

turn sold it to political hacks who used 

the info to target you with misleading 

political ads.  Heck – they weren’t 

misleading ads, they were “alternative 

facts” which, com to think of it, really 

means that they were made up facts 

with no basis in truth. 

 

Details:  The March 19, 2018 issue of 

the NY Times printed that 

“Cambridge Analytica, a political 

data firm was hired for a 2016 

election campaign, which thereby 

gained access to very private 

information on more than 87 million 

unsuspecting Facebook users.  

Cambridge Analytica also offered 

tools that could identify the 

personalities of American voters and 

influence their behavior.” 

(https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/19

/technology/facebook-cambridge-

analytica-explained.html) 

 

Does this scare you?   

 

Facebook can, and does, share your 

information with 3
rd

 party software 

vendors and advertisers, and appears 

to exercise absolutely no oversight 

or control over where your personal 

information then goes. If this doesn’t 

cause you serious concern, then skip 

the rest of this piece. 

 

Social media are great tools for 

sharing information with selected 

friends or others, but always 

remember that anything – 

absolutely anything - that you post 

on the internet, and especially on 

social media, becomes available to 

the entire world. 
 

 

This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 
Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 

need professional computer support or tutoring.  

If you are not currently a client but wish to 
receive this free newsletter, send me a request 

via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 

distribution list 
 

Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 
information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  

The recommendations are made in good faith 

and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 
cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 

assumes no responsibility for any problems that 

may be encountered as a consequence of the 
recommendations.  Always backup your 

computer and make sure that System Restore is 

set to On. 
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